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that time. The "Lunch" was in full vigor; they met, I
think, every Thursday evening. And our French lessons
with M. Manesca were kept up regularly, and we had a
French Governess, Madame de Bruges-—Miss Mellish,
to our regret, leaving us to make room for the French-
speaking lady, a common kind of person in whom none of
us felt much interest. Your Grandfather also wished
William and myself to take Spanish lessons, which we
did  with  a  certain   M.   Gal von;  your   Grandfather
thought that the intercourse with the Spanish-American
countries would become so close that the language would
become a sort of necessity to an educated American, In
this he was mistaken. But he also wished William to fit
himself for a position in some merchant's counting-house,
We learned to read Spanish, but the lessons were given
up after a while and never resumed. Our cousin Goulds-
borough Cooper, my Uncle Richard's eldest son, paid us
a visit during the winter, Officers of the Army and Navy,
Artists, and literary men, were frequently at the house,
I particularly remember Mr. Bryant, Mr, Halleek, and
Mr. Perceval the poet, as guests at dinner. Also Mr.
Cole the artist. Dr, De Kay was also a frequent com-
panion of your Grandfather's, Mr. Gilbert Saltonstall,
a college companion of your Grandfather, whose home
was in New England, stayed at the house repeatedly; he
was a very clever man, On one occasion when Lieutenant
Commander Shubrick was going away after passing a
week or two with us, he proposed to my little sister
Fanny to go with him; she was all ready for the elope-
ment, trotted up stairs, put together a few articles of her
wardrobe, tied them up in a handkerchief, and trotted
down to the parlor all ready for the journey; Captain

